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VENTNOR  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Annual  Report  of  tiie  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  the  year  ended  31st  December  1938. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  V'entnor  Urban  District  Council. 


Madam  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report 
on  the  health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  year 
1958,  in  accordance  with  the  direction  of  the 
Minister  of  Health. 

As  Dr.  P.  Maxwell  Browne  was  your  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  during  the  whole  period  under 
review,  my  remarks  will  necessarily  he  of  a  purely 
explanatory  nature. 

Statistics 


To  fully  comprehend  the  information  to  he  gleaned 
from  the  annual  statistics,  it  is  necessary  to  look  at 
the  overall  picture  presented  over  a  period  of  some 
years.  In  the  compilation  of  this  report  an  arbitrary 
period  of  ten  years  has  been  chosen,  and  only  those 
figures,  which  indicate  a  significant  change  or  tendency, 
are  worthy  of  comment. 

General  Statistics 


The  year  1958  had  the  least  sunshine  of  the  decade. 
Vital  Statistics 


The  Registrar  General's  estimate  of  the  population 
shows  a  gradual  decrease  of  approximately  lj$  over  the 
past  10  years. 

A  live  birth  rate  for  1,000  of  the  estimated 
resident  population  of  11.3  represents  a  steady  level, 
if  our  bumper  year  of  1949,  when  it  was  15.0,  is 
regarded  as  exceptional.  However,  the  live  birth  rate 
for  1,000  in  England  and  Wales  has  stayed  level,  at  a 
figure  above  that  of  Ventnor's,  over  the  whole  of  this 
period. 

Similarly,  although  the  crude  death  rate  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated  resident  population  has  been  at  the 
national  level  these  past  twro  years,  it  is  usually 
above  it. 

Both  these  phenomena  are  characteristic  of  the 
seaside  holiday  resorts  for  obvious  reasons. 

The  still  birth  rate  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths 
at  25.6,  which  is  the  highest  recorded,  is  misleading  as 
it  represents  only  2  stillbirths  for  the  year. 
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Similarly  again,  both  the  death  rate  of  legitimate 
infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  and  the  death 
rate  of  all  infants  per  1,000  live  births,  which  are 
the  lowest  recorded,  are  misleading.  There  being  only 
1  such  death  in  1958  compared  with  a  maximum  of  3  deaths 
in  any  one  year. 

It  is  quite  remarkable  that  while  the  number  of 
deaths  attributed  to  cancer  generally,  to  lung  cancer 
and  leukaemia  in  particular,  is  increasing  nationally 
and  internationally,  the  trend  is  opposite  in  Ventnor. 

There  has  not  been  a  maternal  death  for  10  years. 

Prevalence  and  Control  of  Infectious  Diseases  and 

other  diseases. 


Both  measles  and  whooping  cough  tend  to  exhibit 
periodic  cycles,  occurring  in  epidemic  form  biennially. 
While  whooping  cough  has  more  or  less  followed  the  trend, 
measles  has  taken  on  a  definite  triennial  periodicity, 
and  this  being  the  second  year  of  the  cycle,  only  5  cases 
were  notified. 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  have  been  notified  in 
the  past  10  years. 

The  influenza  epidemic  of  1957  extended  into  1958, 

44  cases  being  notified  by  head  teachers. 

Tuberculosis 


Thanks  to  the  great  advances  made  in  chemotherapy, 
this  disease  is  becoming  less  and  less  of  a  social  problem. 
In  1949s  18  new  cases  were  notified  and  4  deaths  occurred, 
whilst  in  1958  there  were  6  new  cases  and  no  deaths. 


I  am  sure  Dr.  Browne  would  like  me  to  express  on 
his  behalf,  thanks  to  Mr.  Self  for  his  co-operation  and 
to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Jealth  and 
Housing  Committee  for  their  support. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  D.  RUSSELL. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS 


1 .  GENERAL 


2. 


A . 

Total  hours  of  sunshine  during  1958 

1,613 

.6  hours 

B. 

Total  rainfall  during  1958 

35 

.11  ins. 

c. 

Area  in  acres 

3,522 

D. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (at  31/3/59) 

1,904 

E. 

Rateable  value 

£108, 

077 

F. 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate 

£413 

VITAL 

A. 

Population  (Registrar  General's  es 

timate )  6,720 

Births 

M 

F  Total 

A. 

Number  of  live  legitimate  births 

40 

32 

72 

B. 

Number  of  live  illegitimate  births 

2 

2 

4 

c. 

Live  birth  rate  for  1,000  of 

estimated  resident  population 

11.3 

Bo 

Comparative  factor  (births) 

1.08 

Ec 

Comparative  birth  rate 

12.2 

F. 

Live  birth  rate  for  1,000  in 

England  and  Wales 

16.4 

G. 

Number  of  legitimate  stillbirths 

1 

1 

2 

H. 

Number  of  illegitimate  stillbirths 

— 

— 

— 

I. 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  live 

and  stillbirths 

25.6 

Jo 

Total  live  and  still  births 

78 

K. 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent 

of  total  live  births 

5.3 

Beaths 

A. 

Total  number  of  deaths 

39 

40 

79 

B. 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  of 

estimated  resident  population 

11.7 

C. 

Comparative  factor  (deaths) 

0.73 

B. 

Comparative  death  rate 

8.5 

E. 

Beath  rate  in  England  and  Wales 

11.7 

F. 

Beaths  for  puerperal  causes 

Nil 

G. 

Number  of  deaths  of  legitimate 

infants  under  one  year  of  age 

- 

1 

1 

H. 

Number  of  deaths  of  illegitimate 

infants  under  one  year  of  age 

— 

— 

Nil 

I. 

Beath  rate  of  all  infants  per 

1,000  live  births 

13.1 

J. 

Beath  rate  of  legitimate  infants 

per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

13.9 

K. 

Beath  rate  of  illegitimate  infants 

per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

Nil 

L. 

Beaths  from  measles  (all  ages) 

Nil 

M. 

Beaths  from  whooping  cough  (all  ages) 

Nil 

N. 

Beaths  from  cancer  (all  ages) 

12 

0. 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000 

live 

births 

13.1 

P. 

Maternal  deaths  (including  abortion) 

Nil 

Q. 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000 

live  and  still  births 

Nil 

(3) 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Male  Female 


A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

E. 

F. 

G. 

H. 

I. 

J. 

K. 

L. 

M. 

N. 

O. 

P. 

Q. 

R. 

S. 

T. 

U. 

V. 

X. 

Y. 
z. 

A ,  1 . 

A .  2, 
A. 3. 
A.  4. 
A,  5 . 

A .  6  • 
A. 7. 
A. 8. 
A. 9. 
A. 10. 


Tuberculosis j  respiratory 

Tuberculosis 9  other . . 

Syphilitic  disease  . 

Diphtheria  . 

Who oping  cough  . .  . 

Meningoccocal  infections  . 

Acute  poliomyelitis  . 

Measles  ..  . . 

Other  infective  and 
parasitic  diseases 

Malignant  neoplasm  -  stomach  . .  . .  2 

”  "  -  lung  and  bronchus  3 

n  ”  -  breast 

"  M  -  uterus  . . 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

neoplasms  .  *  . 5 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  . 

Diabetes  . 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  . .  6 

Coronary  disease,  angina  .  3 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . ♦  2 

Other  heart  disease  .  3 

Other  circulatory  disease  . .  . .  3 

Influenza  . .  . .  . ,  . .  . .  . . 

Pneumonia  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . •  3 

Bronchitis  . .  . 3 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  .  .  . .  1 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  .. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  . 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  •  • 

Congenital  malformations  .  1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  4 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

All  other  accidents  . 

Suicide  . .  . .  . .  . . 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war.. 


2 


2 

1 

7 

9 

1 

9 

3 

4 


2 


39  (38)  40  (36) 


Mote :  Figures  for  1957  are  entered  in  "brackets. 
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HEALTH  SERVICES 


Prevalence  and  Control  of  Infectious 

and  Other  Diseases. 


Disease 

Total  cases 

Cases  admitted 

Total 

notified 

to  Hospital 

Deaths 

A.  Scarlet  fever 

B.  Diphtheria 

_ 

— 

C.  Puerperal  pyrexia 

1 

1 

— 

D .  Pneumonia 

1 

_ 

7 

E.  Poliomyelitis  (paralytic) 
P.  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

(non-paralytic ) 

— 

— 

— 

G.  Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

H.  Measles 

5 

1 

— 

I.  Whooping  cough 

3 

— 

— 

J.  Meningoccocal  infection 

— 

— 

— 

K.  Erysipelas 

L.  Acute  encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

(post  infections) 

M.  Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

(respiratory ) 

N.  Tuberculosis  (meninges 

3 

— 

— 

and  C.H.S. ) 

— 

— 

— 

0.  Tuberculosis  (other) 

1 

— 

— 

P.  Paratyphoid  fever 

— 

- 

- 

14 

2 

7 

Age  at  date  of  notification 


Age 

Scarlet  fever 

{Diphtheria 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

-  -  -  - 

h 

q 

o 

P 

H- 

P 

Poliomyelitis  (paralytic) 

Poliomyelitis  (non-paralytic) 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

Measles 

s 

o 

o 

H* 

3 

(fa 

o 

o 

P 

(fa 

tv 

Meningoccocal  infection 

Erysipelas 

Acute  encephalitis  (post- 
infectious  ) 

Tuberculosis  ( 

Tuberculosis  (Meninges  &  CHS) 

Tuberculosis  ( 

Paratyhoid  fever 

'respiratory ) 

'other ) 

Under 

1 

1 

and 

under  3 

3 

M 

"  5 

1 

1 

5 

t f 

"  10 

3 

1 

10 

ft 

"  15 

15 

tf 

"  20 

20 

tl 

35 

1 

35 

ft 

"  45 

45 

II 

"  65 

65 

and 

over 

Totals 

- 

— 

— 

1 

- 

— 

- 

5 

3 

- 

— 

- 

3 

— 

1 

— 
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POOD  POISONING  OUTBREAKS  -  None  notified. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  -  From  the  weekly  returns  of 

headteachers  2  - 


A. 

Chi eke np ox 

58 

B. 

Measles 

2 

C. 

Mumps 

3 

D. 

Influenza  and 

influenzal  colds 

44 

E. 

Who o ping  c ough 

1 

108 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Age 

Periods 

Total 

New 
Pulm . 

M.  F. 

Cases 

Non -Pulm. 

M.  F. 

Total 

Deaths 

Pulm.  Non-Pulm. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

A.  Under  1 

.  _ 

B.  1 

&  under  5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  —  — 

C.  5 

t?  ti 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  —  — 

D.10 

11  11 

15 

— 

— 

— . 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

E.15 

11  11 

20 

— 

— * 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

F.  20 

It  11 

25 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  —  — 

G.  25 

11  11 

35 

3 

1 

2 

— 

» 

— 

— 

_  —  — 

H.  35 

II  11 

45 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_  — 

1.45 

II  11 

55 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

~  —  — 

J  .55 

11  11 

65 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— * 

--  — 

K.65 

11  II 

75 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

—  — 

L.75 

and  over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_  -  - 

M. 

lotal 

x  6 

2 

3 

1 

— 

- 

- 

—  — 

s  This  number  includes  2  transfers  from  the  mainland. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT ,  1944. 

A.  Number  of  samples  taken  during  1958  24 

B.  Number  of  samples  found  to  be  T.B.  positive 

C.  Number  of  samples  in  which 

Brucella  Abortus  was  isolated  1 
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VEIT  TN  OR  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Salisbury  Gardens, 
Ventnor,  I . W. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Ventnor  Urban  District  Council . 


Madam  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

Once  again  it  is  my  privilege  to  submit  an 
annual  report  and  I  am  very  grateful  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  Russell,  for  allowing  me  to 
comment  separately  on  my  own  work. 

In  the  Bacon  Factory  the  actual  number  of  pigs 
slaughtered  in  1958  was  slightly  less  than  in  1957. 
However,  the  number  of  visits  paid  was  greater,  so 
the  overall  time  spent  on  this  work  was  about  the 
same  as  in  previous  years  -  approximately  two  days 
per  week.  The  percentage  of  animals  affected  with 
tuberculosis  rose  from  3.4  to  3.7,  a  continuation  of 
the  trend  noted  at  the  latter  end  of  1957 ,  but  monthly 
percentage  checks  show  that  the  peak  has  been  passed  and 
the  case  rate  is  now  declining.  During  the  outbreak 
it  was  noted  that  many  of  the  animals  had  abdominal 
tuberculosis  which  seemed  to  indicate  contamination  of 
the  food  supply  as  a  possible  source  of  the  infection. 
Inspections  of  the  affected  farms  were  made  by  the 
veterinary  staff  of  the  Animal  Health  Division  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  and  some 
samples  of  the  skimmed  milk  upon  which  some  animals 
were  fed  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory. 
The  samples  proved  negative  and  no  conclusive  evidence 
was  found  of  the  cause  of  the  trouble. 

The  inspection  of  drainage  both  old  and  new  and  the 
repair  of  seven  defective  Section  24  sewers  accounted 
for  over  300  visits  during  the  year.  Much  time  was 
spent  on  this  work  which  included  the  supervision  of  the 
total  re-laying,  by  contractors,  of  five  of  the  seven 
sewers. 

After  a  somewhat  hectic  start,  the  "Battle  of  the 
Forms"  under  the  Rent  Act  seems  to  have  petered  out  and 
whilst  it  must  be  agreed  that  some  repairs  have  been 
obtained  by  this  procedure,  the  administration  of  the 
Act  is  very  cumbersome.  Naturally  some  unjustified 
complaints  were  received  and  on  the  other  side  of  the 
penny,  some  landlords  used  the  six  months  grace  allowed 
after  the  service  of  forms  H  and  K  as  a  means  of 
deferring  matters  for  a  period,  but  generally  speaking 
most  landlords  and  tenants  were  reasonable  in  their 
demands  and  actions.  Stalemate  has  been  reached  in 
three  cases  where  certificates  of  disrepair  have  been 
issued,  but  the  owners  are  content  to  accept  a  reduced 
rent  rather  than  face  the  cost  of  the  works.  In  these 
instances  the  nature  of  the  defects  is  such  that  the 
houses  cannot  properly  be  dealt  with  by  either  Housing 
Act  or  Public  Health  Act  procedure ,  and  until  the 
properties  deteriorate  further,  no  official  action  can 
be  taken. 


I  am  sorry  to  report  that  it  was  only  possible  to 
make  101  inspections  of  ordinary  food  premises  in  1958. 
This  was  due  to  the  pressure  of  other  duties  and  the 
fact  that  after  the  resignation  of  Mrs.  Swaf field,  my 
part-time  clerical  assistant,  in  September,  no 
replacement  was  available  for  the  remainder  of  the 
year.  As  there  are  136  food  premises  in  the  area, 
some  were  not  visited  at  all  and  very  few  of  the  275 
guest  houses  were  seen.  A  limited  amount  of  ice 
cream  and  milk  sampling  was  carried  out  but  it  was 
not  possible  to  pay  many  visits  under  the  Factories 
Acts.  No  specific  inspections  were  made  under  the 
Shops  Act  but  the  general  hygiene  and  welfare  provisions 
of  this  Act  were  noted  when  the  shops  were  being 
visited  for  other  purposes. 

In  conclusion  I  should  like  to  record  my 
appreciation  of  the  support  given  to  me  by  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee,  of  the  invaluable 
assistance  of  the  Director  and  staff  of  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  in  dealing  with  specimens  and  samples,  and 
of  the  help  given  by  my  colleagues  in  other  departments. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be , 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  STANLEY  SELF. 
Public  Health  Inspector. 


(S) 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 
Water  Supply 


The  arrangements  for  the  supply  of  water  to  the 
Ventnor  Urban  District  have  not  been  changed  during 
the  year  and  comprise s- 

(a)  A  deep  well  in  the  Waterworks,  Mitchell 
Avenue ; 

(b)  A  ’’tunnel  supply’1  of  surface  watery 

(c)  A  spring  at  Wroxall;  and 

(d)  Two  springs  at  St.  Lawrence. 

The  spring  supplies  at  Wroxall  and  St.  Lawrence 
are  chlorinated  before  distribution  and  the  tunnel 
supply  at  Ventnor  is  chlorinated  in  its  collecting 
chamber.  After  this,  the  tunnel  supply  is  mixed 
with  the  deep  well  supply  in  a  settling  tank  from 
which  the  water  is  distributed  to  the  high  and  low 
level  mains. 

All  the  above  arrangements  are  under  the 
control  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  Water  Board  on  whose 
behalf  the  sampling  of  untreated  water  has  been 
carried  out  by  the  local  authority. 

In  addition  to  the  piped  water  supplies  provided 
by  the  statutory  undertakers,  seven  properties  in 
St.  Lawrence  and  four  in  Ventnor  have  private  supplies 
derived  from  springs. 

Results  of  Examination  of  Water  Samples 
(a)  Bacteriological 


Grade 

Public  Supply 

Private 

Supplies 

Raw 

Treated 

1 

14 

44 

— 

2 

6 

2 

- 

3 

5 

3 

3 

4 

20 

5 

— 

Total 

45 

54 

3 

(b)  Chemical 

Three  samples  were  taken  for  chemical  examination 
and  a  copy  of  the  Public  Analyst’s  report  is  as 
follows  s - 
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Sample  of  Water  from  High.  Street , 

Wr oxall . 


Appearance 

Odour 

Reaction 

Total  solid  residue  dried  at  180°C 

Suspended  solids 

Ammonia cal  Nitrogen 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

Nitrite  Nitrogen 

Chlorine  present  as  chloride 

Oxygen  absorbed  4  hrs.  at  27°C 


Clear  and  bright 


Nil 


pH  7.4 

330  parts  per  million 


Nil 

0.01 

0.01 

2.5 

Nil 

40 

0.46 


)  Carbonate  (Temporary) 
Hardness)  Non-Carbonate  (Permanent) 
)  Total 

Metals  Lead,  copper,  zinc,  iron 


Nil 


220 

55 

275 


Observations 

"These  results  indicate  a  water  of  high  organic 
purity.  It  is  a  hard  water  but  the  proportion  is 
not  excessive.  It  is  alkaline  in  reaction  and  is  quite 
free  from  metallic  contamination. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that,  from  a  chemical  aspect, 
this  is  a  satisfactory  water  suitable  for  drinking  and 
domestic  purposes," 

Swimming  Pools 

There  are  no  public  swimming  baths  in  the  district 
but  the  private  pool  constructed  last  year  at  the 
Ventnor  Secondary  Modern  School  was  used  for 
instructional  purposes  during  the  summer  term.  It 
is  unfortunate  that  owing  to  the  general  limitation 
on  consumption  during  the  season,  it  was  not  possible 
to  change  the  water  more  than  three  times  during  the 
term,  but  in  spite  of  this  the  general  bacteriological 
standard  in  the  pool  was  satisfactory.  Six  samples 
were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  and, 
judged  by  the  standards  for  drinking  water,  four  were 
highly  satisfactory  and  two  unsatisfactory.  Only  one 
of  the  unsatisfactory  samples  showed  any  evidence  of 
faecal  contamination  and  that  only  to  the  extent  of 
one  coliform  in  100  ml.  so  it  would  appear  that  the 
method  of  chlorination,  crude  though  it  may  be,  is 
effective.  This  is  carried  out  by  daily  hand  dosage 
with  a  liquid  hypo-chlorite,  the  latter  being  diluted 
and  sprayed  evenly  over  the  surface  of  the  pool  through 
the  rose  of  a  long  handled  watering  can,  the  water  being 
simultaneously  agitated  by  means  of  paddles.  Although 
the  Health  Department  are  always  willing  to  advise, 
sample  and  assist  wherever  possible,  it  is  obviously 
not  practicable  for  us  to  supervise  the  daily  chlorination 
of  the  pool  and  the  credit  for  the  good  results  obtained 
must  go  mainly  to  the  staff  of  the  school  for  their 
careful  attention  to  this  very  important  matter. 


(10) 


Children’s  Paddling  Pool 


This  is  situated  on  the  Eastern  Esplanade  and  is 
normally  a  great  attraction  to  children  during  the 
summer.  It  consists  of  a  shallow  concrete  lined  pool 
with  an  island  shaped  like  the  Isle  of  Wight  in  the 
centre.  The  pool  is  emptied  daily  and  filled  with 
water  from  the  Cascade,  Unfortunately  the  latter 
contains  some  pollution  and  the  pool  is  chlorinated 
by  hand  dosage  each  time  it  is  filled  and  twice  daily 
during  the  school  holidays.  The  bacterial  count  of 
the  water  varies  considerably  and  judged  by  drinking 
water  standards,  the  two  samples  submitted  were  graded 
respectively  ’’suspicious”  and  ’’unsatisfactory1'.  In 
view  of  the  shallowness  of  the  pool  and  the  large 
number  of  children  running  in  and  out  of  it,  this  is 
not  surprising  and  it  is  felt  that  the  pool  is  perfectly 
safe  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  intended. 


Public  Cleansing 

An  old  lime  quarry  in  Steephill  Down  Road  is  used 
by  the  Surveyor  for  the  controlled  tipping  of  household 
refuse  and  considering  its  proximity  to  dwelling  houses, 
few  complaints  are  received  of  nuisances.  The  tip  is  kept 
free  from  rats  by  the  staff  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  (Rodents 
Destruction)  Joint  Committee  and  regular  spraying  with 
powder  against  flies  and  other  vermin  is  carried  out  by 
the  Surveyor’s  Department  staff. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  work  carried 
out  under  this  head,  304  visits  being  made  in  1958  against 
228  in  1957.  142  (89)  drains  were  tested  and  passed. 

Seven  public  sewers  serving  30  properties  were 
found  to  be  defective  and  5  of  these  had  to  be  totally 
re-laid.  As  Council  staff  were  not  available  for  this 
task,  local  contractors  were  employed  with  a  consequent 
increase  in  the  amount  of  time  spent  on  supervision. 

As  these  sewers  were  ones  to  which  Section  24  of  the 
Public  Health  Act  1936  applies,  this  work  was  dealt  with 
by  the  Public  Health  Inspector,  the  main  sewerage  system 
being  the  responsibility  of  the  Surveyor. 


Housing 

There  was  a  fall  in  the  amount  of  new  building 
carried  out  in  the  district  during  1958,  only  3  Council 
houses  and  11  private  ones  being  erected.  The  total 
number  of  houses  and  flats  owned  by  the  Council  at  the 
end  of  1958  was,  therefore,  206. 

Owing  to  land  movement  it  was  necessary  to  represent 
7  houses  in  Sydney  Terrace  as  unfit  properties  and  in  due 
course  demolition  orders  were  made.  By  the  end  of  the 
year  accommodation  had  been  found  for  four  of  the  families 
but  the  removal  of  the  occupants  of  the  last  three  houses 
was  rendered  difficult  by  the  fact  that  they  require  aged 
persons’  bungalows  which  are  in  great  demand. 

Six  other  houses  were  represented  as  unfit  properties 
but  with  one  exception  the  owners  gave  undertakings  to 

(id 


carry  out  repairs  to  the  Council’s  satisfaction  and 
these  undertakings  were  accepted.  In  the  other 
case  a  closing  order  was  made. 

The  3  undertakings  to  repair  houses  which  were 
accepted  in  1957  were  all  carried  out  hy  the  owners 
in  1958  and  the  premises  are  now  satisfactory. 

After  all  attempts  at  persuasion  had  failed, 
formal  action  was  taken  against  a  recluse  living  in 
a  condemned  boathouse  on  the  foreshore.  In  this  case 
it  was  necessary  to  enforce  eviction  because  of  the 
dangerous  condition  of  the  property,  but  it  is 
pleasing  to  record  that  she  now  appears  to  have 
settled  down  happily  in  the  alternative  accommodation 
provided  by  the  Council.  The  old  boathouse  was 
subsequently  demolished. 

Some  tenants  of  private  houses  took  advantage 
of  the  provisions  of  the  Rent  Act  1957  to  try  to 
secure  repairs  to  their  houses  and  7  forms  J  (notice 
of  intention  to  issue  a  certificate  of  disrepair) 
were  served  by  the  Council.  In  response  to  these  and 

the  forms  J  served  at  the  end  of  1957,  6  forms  K 
(undertaking  by  landlord  to  carry  out  repairs)  were 
received.  4  certificates  of  disrepair  were  issued 
and  one  subsequently  cancelled  on  completion  of  the 
necessary  works. 

The  general  housing  situation  did  not  constitute 
a  serious  problem  at  the  end  of  the  year,  there  being 
only  7  priority  cases  out  of  a  total  of  87  applicants. 

The  greatest  difficulty  does,  however,  exist  in  the 
re -housing  of  aged  persons,  particularly  those  living 
in  sub-standard  dwellings  and  in  houses  too  large  for  them. 


Vermin 


A  particularly  stubborn  infestation  of  rats 
accounted  for  many  of  the  28  visits  made  in  connection 
with  vermin,  but  it  is  pie  a sing  to  record  that  by 
co-operation  between  the  staff  of  the  Joint  Rodent 
Committee,  the  Public  Health  Department  and  the  owner’s 
architects,  the  problem  was  satisfactorily  dealt  with. 

One  dirty  house,  severely  flea  infested,  was 
finally  cleansed  after  several  visits,  but  apart  from 
these  cases  little  trouble  was  experienced  during  the 
year. 


Pood  Inspection 
(a)  Meat  Inspection 

During  1958,  224  visits  were  paid  to  the  Bacon 
factory  to  inspect  7,713  pigs.  Ho  other  animals 
were  inspected. 

Carcases  and  offal  inspected  and 

condemned  in  whole  or  part. 


Humber  killed 
Number  inspected 
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7,713 

7,713 


All  diseases  except  tuberculosis 
and,  cysticerci  ~  '  No 


Whole  carcases  condemned  26 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned  1,180 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
which  were  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuberculosis 
and  cysticerci  15.3 

Tuberculosis  only 

'.’'/hole  carcases  condemned  6 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned  286 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 

affected  with  tuberculosis  3.7 


Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned 

The  total  weight  of  meat  condemned  for  tuberculosis 
was  3,693  lbs.  and  this  represents  an  increase  of  about 
46$,  A  considerably  proportion  of  this  increase  was 
caused  by  the  condemnation  of  six  whole  carcases  as 
against  one  in  1957*  It  would  appear  from  the 
investigations  carried  out  that  there  is  some  connection 
between  the  feeding  of  the  pigs  and  the  incidence  of 
tuberculosis  in  the  animals,  but  it  must  be  admitted 
that  none  of  the  samples  of  skimmed  milk  sent  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  for  biological  examination 
showed  positive  tuberculosis. 

Meat  condemned  for  reasons  other  than  tuberculosis 
totalled  6,678  lbs.  -  a  decrease  of  15$.  The  number  of 
whole  carcases  condemned  fell  from  40  to  26  and  once 
again  the  principal  reasons  for  condemnation  were 
pyaemic  conditions.  Part  cai'case  condemnations  were 
principally  lungs  affected  with  pneumonia  or  pleurisy  and 
legs  with  severe  arthritis. 

All  condemned  meat  was  disposed  of  under  strict 
supervision  in  the  by-products  plant  at  the  Bacon  Factory. 

(b)  Other  Foods 


Unsound  food  surrendered  and  disposed  of  included s- 


Tinned  ham 

500i 

Corned  beef 

12 

Tinned  other  meats 

97i: 

Tinned  fruit 

310 

Fresh  beef 

65 

Fresh  ham 

15 

Wet  fish 

li 

Processed  cheese 

29i 

Cockles 

50 

Split  peas 

25 

lbs. 


1  All  the  above  was  collected,  stained  and  destroyed 
on  the  refuse  tip  under  the  supervision  of  the  Public 
Health  Inspector. 
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( c )  Ice  Cream 


It  is  to  be  regretted  that  it  was  only 
possible  to  take  14  samples  of  ice  cream  and 
2  of  rinse  water  during  the  year.  Of  the 
14  samples,  10  were  Grade  1,  3  Grade  3  and 
1  Grade  4.  3  of  the  4  unsatisfactory  samples 

were  of  loose  ice  cream  and  as  pre-packed  blocks 
from  the  same  manufacturers  were  normally  Grade  1, 
it  is  probable  that  the  fault  lay  in  the  sterilisation 
of  the  servers.  The  samples  of  rinse  water  were 
taken  to  check  on  these  and  1  of  the  2  samples 
was  unsatisfactory.  A  circular  letter  was  sent 
out  to  all  dealers  warning  them  of  the  dangers  of 
dirty  servers  and  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  be 
possible  to  devote  more  time  to  checking  this 
aspect  of  the  problem  during  the  1959  season. 

There  are  48  premises  registered  under 
Section  16  of  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act  1955  for  the 
sale  of  ice  cream.  None  of  the  ice  cream  sold 
is  manufactured  in  the  district. 

(d)  Milk  and  Dairies 


Only  designated  milk  is  sold  in  the  district 
by  the  7  dealers  authorised  under  the  Special 
Designations  Regulations.  On  the  whole  few 
complaints  are  received  and  of  the  24  routine 
samples  taken  21  were  satisfactory.  Apart  from 
the  20  visits  for  milk  sampling,  3  inspections 
were  made  of  the  2  registered  dairies.  The  only 
defect  found  was  the  absence  of  a  cover  to  a 
bottling  machine  and  this  was  quickly  remedied. 

(e )  Pood  Hygiene  Regulations  1955 » 

The  number  of  food  shops  in  the  town  increased 
from  120  to  126  and  the  number  of  premises  rated  as 
guest  houses  or  boarding  houses  was  275.  No 
additional  registrations  were  made  under  Section  16 
of  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act  1955,  for  the  preparation 
or  manufacture  of  preserved  food,  neither  were  any 
registrations  cancelled  so  there  are  still  10 
premises  on  the  register. 

Excluding  visits  to  the  Bacon  Factory,  101 
inspections  of  food  premises  were  made  in  1958. 
Generally  speaking,  in  those  premises  which  I  was 
able  to  visit,  the  regulations  were  being  complied 
with,  but  even  so  it  was  necessary  to  serve  8 
informal  notices  for  unsatisfactory  conditions 
found.  3  of  these  were  complied  with  during  the 
year. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  number 
and  type  of  food  premises  in  the  district s- 


General  dealers  25 
Cafes,  Snack  bars,  Kiosks,  etc.  41 
Butchers  5 
Bacon  Factory  1 
Greengrocers  8 
Bakehouses  5 
Wet  fish  3 
Pried  fish  2 
Sweets  and  confectionery  11 
Licenced  Premises  (other  than 

private  hotel  licences)  23 
Dairies  2 


126 


(f )  Food  Sampling 


This  is  carried  out  by  the  Isle  of  Wight  County 
Council  as  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  and  I  am 
indebted  to  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Weights  and 
Measures  for  the  information  that  during  1958  the 
following  food  samples  were  taken  in  the  Ventnor 
Urban  District s- 


Article  sampled  Number 

obtained 

Butter  5 

Pork  sausages  1 

(preserved ) 

Starch  reduced  bread  1 

Milk  10 

Totals  17 


Number  Number  un¬ 

satisfactory  satisfactory 

5 

1 

1 

9  1  x 

16  1 


x  Pasteurised  milk  sold  as  T.T.  Farm  Bottled. 
Retailer  cautioned. 
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Summary  of  Inspections  and  Visits 

made  in  1938. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936. 

(a)  Nuisances 

Visits  following  complaints  67 

Re -inspections  96 

Number  of  houses  in  which  defects 

were  found  42 

Number  of  houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  informally  26 

Number  of  houses  in  which  defects 

v/ere  remedied  after  statutory  action  2 

Visits  and  inspections  of  verminous 

premises  28 

Number  of  verminous  premises  treated  5 

(b)  Drainage 

Primary  inspections  51 

Re-inspe ctions  253 

Defective  drains  found  41 

Defective  drains  remedied  41 

Drains  tested  142 

( c )  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

Visits  and  inspections  2 

(d)  Water  Supplies 

Visits  and  inspections  80 

Samples  taken  for  bacteriological 

examination  102 

Samples  of  drinking  water  taken  for 

chemical  analysis  3 

Samples  of  other  water  taken  for 

bacteriological  examination  9 

(e )  Miscellane ous 

Visits  concerning  cases  of  infectious 

disease  7 

Miscellaneous  visits  and  interviews  174 

HOUSINCt  ACT,  1957 

(a)  Unfit  Houses 

Primary  inspections  22 

Reinspections  64 

Closing  Orders  made  1 

Demolition  Orders  made  7 

Undertakings  to  repair  accepted  in 

lieu  of  closing  or  demolition  orders  5 

Undertakings  to  repair  an  unfit  house 

carried  out  during  the  year  3 

(b)  Re -housing 

Visits  to  applicants  for  Council  houses  19 
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Visits  re  improvement  grant  applications  24 
Improvement  grants  authorised  during  year  9 
Improvement  grants  paid  during  year  4 


RENT  ACT „  1937 


Visits  re  certificates  of  disrepair  33 

Forms  J  (notice  of  proposal  to  issue 

certificate  of  disrepair)  served  7 

Forms  K  (undertaking  ky  landlord  to 

carry  out  repairs)  received  6 

Certificates  of  disrepair  issued  4 

Certificates  of  disrepair  cancelled  1 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1933 

(a )  General 


(i)  Visits  and  inspections  to  food 

premises  (other  than  the  Bacon 
Factory  or  licenced  premises)  101 

Unsatisfactory  conditions  found  7 

Unsatisfactory  conditions  rectified  1 

(ii)  Visits  and  inspections  of 

licenced  premises  4 

Unsatisfactory  conditions  found 

Unsatisfactory  conditions  rectified 


(b )  Milk  and  Ice  Cream 


Visits  and  inspections  of  dairies  23 

Defects  found  1 

Defects  remedied  1 

Milk  samples  taken  24 

Ice  cream  samples  taken  14 

( c )  Bacon  Factory 

Visits  224 


Number  of  pigs  slaughtered  and  inspected  7,713 
FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 


Visits  4 

Defects  found 
Defects  remedied 

CLEAN  AIR  ACT  r  1936 

Visits  3 


NOTICES 


Act 

Inf  ormal 

Formal 

Served 

Complied 

Served 

Complied 

Public  Health 

92 

67 

31 

29 

Housing, 

(Section  9) 

Factories 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Food  and  Drugs 

8 

2 

- 

— 

Shops 

— 

— 

— 

— 

100 

69 

31 

29 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 
Part  I  of  the  Act 

Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
clucing  inspections  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector) 


p  ^ 


\ 


